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How Austin Parks Foundation Does Movies in the Park 
and

How to Host Your Own Movies in the Park
Here are some notes on hosting movies at an Austin park.

We work w/Alamo Draft House for our events. They provide the screen and take care of film rental for us. We rent portable restrooms and reserve the park through Austin Parks and Recreation Department (PARD). Costs are $1500 - $2000 per event. We do not serve beer, or we’d have to fence the park, an additional $4,000.

There are less expensive, lower tech ways to go, however. Here is some information to help you create your own movie event in a park.

 
The movies shown at Deep Eddy utilize a DVD player, a power point LCD projector, A Fender Passport Amplifier, and a large 10 x 14 foot screen.
Movie set up details:
 
Submit a request to PARD to use the park for the movie. There will be a park fee, from $100 to several thousand dollars. In some cases, APF may be able to submit the request on your behalf, waiving the park fee.

If you charge for entry, PARD will require a park fee and a portion of the ticket price.


You must obtain a license to avoid copyright violation. Movie licenses can be obtained from Swank Motion Pictures: Swank emails a list of  titles. You select a few and they send prices for each. Movies are between about $100-$250. Disney movies are not available for outdoor screening. 

Bathroom: We use Austin Outhouse (about $100/unit). Other vendors include BFI, Adams Canopy, etc.
 
Screen:  Perry Park purchased 15 feet of 105" width blackout cloth on-line. Sewed  sleeves on all sides to hold a pvc pipe for rigidity. Hung and positioned  screen (105" as the width) on soccer goal and pulled sides tight with  rope. Excess screen rolled up at the bottom on pvc pipe. (about $110)
Deep Eddy  uses a truss-style cinefold screen from Draper Inc. They have constructed a permanent wooden structure that the screen is inserted into to make certain that the wind will not affect it.


Equipment: You can rent a 2000 lumin projector, a dvd player, and 2 amplified  speakers from a media rental company, for example Rock and Roll Rentals. (about $220)
The movies at Deep Eddy use a Fender Passport amplifier and Fender speakers, but the speakers that come with the amplifier are probably adequate for most venues.
 
Power: If there is no existing power in the park area for the movie, purchase an inverter/battery for power. (about $270)
 
Lighting: Perry Park used park tennis court lights for general lighting.  Purchased 2 clip-on 150W work lights for tear down and exit. (about $20)
Food: If food is free, you do not need a health permit. If you will be selling food, you need permission from PARD and to contact the health department for a temporary food-vendor permit (about $30).
 
Other: Be sure to consider your needs as far as tables, carts, safety fencing, safety cones and misc.
 
Perry Park’s total cost for the event was about $900 from scratch with everything purchased/rented. 
 
Some Contacts:
Swank Motion Pictures: 1-800-876-5577 www.swank.com
Austin Outhouse: 448-2699
Screen blackout cloth: http://www.diyprojectorscreen.com
Cinefold screen: http://www.draperinc.com/Screen_Pages/truss_style_cinefold_projection_screen.htm
Equipment Rental: Media System Co 326-4999
The Fender Passport amplifier and speakers may be purchased at http://www.musiciansfriend.com

Power inverter/battery (generator may not provide clean enough AC for electronics)
800W Inverter: Coleman Powermate PMP800 Power Inverter from amazon.com
105 AH Battery: Marine battery/box from West Marine
Just in case you are interested in move license pricing here is the list of movies Perry Park’s committee picked and the price for each (Swank Motion Pictures). 

Babe: The Gallant Pig  $150
Free Willy  $150
Peter Pan  $200
An American Tail $150
Beethoven  $100
Stuart Little $175
Thanks to Friends of Perry Park for their help compiling this information.
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