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LOVE YOUR PET, LOVE YOUR PARK

Dogs need space to run, social interaction with other dogs, and places just to be themselves. At the same time, dogs can have a negative impact on parks when rules are not observed. Dog owners can be fined for breaking the leash law, not cleaning up after their pets and having their pets in prohibited “No Dogs Allowed” areas. If anybody is improperly supervising their dog, these laws give you a good reason to call 311 and report them to Park Police. If a dog represents an immediate threat to a person, call 911.

Persons bringing pets or other animals into outdoor park areas shall keep them under confinement or direct control. Leads on leashes used to control animals shall not be more than six feet long.

LEASH LAW

All dogs in the City of Austin must be on a leash at all times unless in areas noted otherwise. This law includes parkland. There are some public parks and greenbelts with designated leash free areas:
· Auditorium Shores - from South 1st to Bouldin Avenue
· Bull Creek Park - as indicated by signage
· Emma Long Metro Park - between City Park Drive, the west boundary fence, Turkey Creek and the top of the bluff line overlooking Lake Austin
· Far West Blvd.- right of way between Great Northern Blvd. & Shoal Creek Blvd. 
· Northeast District Park - between Crystalbrook Drive, railroad right of way and Decker
· Norwood Estate Park - fenced leash-free area 
· Onion Creek District Park-south of Chunn Road
· Red Bud Isle – whole park
· Shoal Creek Greenbelt - from 24th to 29th Street (Duncan Park)
· Walnut Creek District Park - between Cedar Bend Drive, Walnut Creek and the east and west park fences 
· West Austin Park – in fenced area

· Zilker Park-inside Lou Neff Road (soccer fields area)

SAFETY FOR OFF LEASH AREAS
City Code allows dogs to be without a leash in designated areas, provided that each dog remains under immediate personal supervision and command. The code states, “Patrons shall not permit a pet or other animal to remain unattended or create a disturbance or a hazard.”

If there is an unattended dog in your off-leash area, of if a dog is a hazard, you may call park police (or 911 for emergencies). Ongoing problems with park goers not respecting the rules or safety of others might best be addressed through education. Here are some ways to provide education:

· Posters - If your park has a kiosk or other area to hang signs, make or download posters dealing with relevant issues.

· Enlist an Authority - Enlist local dog trainers to hold free or low cost workshops at the park. Be sure to talk with them to pinpoint specific issues that need to be addressed – for example, they might discuss dog park etiquette, how to know if your dog is ready for the dog park experience, and the safest ways to avoid and/or break up fights. 

· Increase Communication - Consider beginning a  park related email group to provide a forum for discussion of etiquette issues, event announcements, etc. Hang and hand out flyers with information about how to join the group.

· Set a Good Example – Keep your dog under voice control, leash your dog when entering or leaving the area, and always be vigilant about your dog’s social interactions.
REDUCING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

One problem many park groups would like to address is excessive dog waste. It is against city ordinance to fail to promptly remove and dispose of one’s pet's feces in a sanitary manner. Not only is it against the law, allowing feces to collect along heavily traveled park areas and trails is unsanitary and a detriment to our water supply.

Austin City Ordinance:  § 3-3-7 DEFECATION BY DOGS OR CATS reads: "It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to promptly remove and dispose of, in a sanitary manner, feces left by a dog or cat being handled by that person on property, public or private, other than the premises of the owner or handler of such dog or cat." 

Turn your dog park around with a Scoop the Poop campaign! Scoop the Poop signs are available for purchase from PARD. The signs are $14.50 each and city code signs are $7.20 each. Download a Scoop the Poop poster from the PARD website to inform people about why scooping is important at www.ci.austin.tx.us/watershed/petwaste.htm. 

Remember that this kind of problem takes time to mitigate. You will have to educate your community about the reasons to change, help people feel it is worth making the effort, and making a lasting change to the culture of the park.
SCOOP THE POOP CAMPAIGN OUTLINE

· Hold a clean up

· Having a clean up will let interested folks meet each other and begin to instill a new culture of cleanliness at your park. If the park is clean, people will be more likely to keep it clean.

· Publicize by handing out flyers to everyone you see with a dog, by hanging posters, an announcement at the neighborhood association meeting, and on the Austin Parks Foundation website. 

· Keep the announcement low key so no one feels attacked.
· Communicate at the cleanup – and afterwards

· Educate participants about the health and environmental risks of not scooping

· Post signs with park rules 

· Ask participants to brainstorm strategies and write them all down

· Ask for people to sign up for an email list or to be on an action committee. 

· Work with PARD

· Talk with PARD about needed improvements – is there a Mutt Mitt bag station? Is it stocked? Are trash cans adequate? Is there a sign warning about fines?

· Become change agents

· If others are scooping, people will feel social pressure to conform. 

· Ask the person you see ignoring poop, “Do you need a bag? I’ve got an extra!” 

· Do the same to encourage other dog park norms (eg, not letting dogs run on the playground.)

· Commit to an ongoing process

· Schedule quarterly cleanups to keep raising awareness. Make them neighborhood events.

· Create a daily/weekly/monthly maintenance plan that volunteers can commit to. 

· Make other park improvements (mulch, pick up trash) to help people feel the park is cared for. 

· Involve local schools/community groups/churches in these non-poop related efforts, so you can broaden your base of allies for a clean park. 
· Develop a relationship with your area Park Police officer. Use police presence to encourage people to know and follow park rules.

· Publicize your campaign and successes 

· Send out a press release, give a slide show at a neighborhood meeting, etc.

· Public recognition will help continue the change process

Other environmental impacts to be aware of are wildlife predation and trail/stream bank/hillside erosion. 
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