Adding Art to Parks

There are really two ways to add art. One is to add functional art/decorations, which has very few guidelines. The other is to add non-functional art via AIPP. 

Austin's Art In Public Places department has guidelines for adding public art. City of Austin: Art in Public Places
Going through AIPP:
 Step one is to come up with your concept (budget, location, type, size, permanent installation or long term loan, etc.). 

Step two is to decide if you want to find an existing work or commission something. 

Step three, AIPP has a directory of registered artists with photos of work (unless you have someone in mind, in which case they can register for free.)

After you've selected an artist or work, the review process begins, and that is detailed on the AIPP website. 

One good resource for public art is Austin Green Art. They do reasonably priced, site-specific, community based art commissions. http://www.austingreenart.org/
Adding functional/decorative art:
Artistic signage, decorated fixtures, or other functional items with a art-like function generally do not go through AIPP. For example, tile work on existing or new buildings or walls, assemblage projects, signage, painted benches or tables, etc. In those cases, the important consideration will be long-term maintenance.

Some examples:

http://www.austinparks.org/apfweb/park.php?&parkId=289
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mybloodyself/sets/72157600084460140/
http://www.austinparks.org/apfweb/park.php?&parkId=404
